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Council Provided Grants, Subsidies and Donations 
 
KFA Community Development 
 
Status Council 
 
Responsible 
division Community Development  
 
Objective The objective of this policy is to provide guidance on a range of 

grants, subsidies and donations that Council will provide to the 
community, subject to annual budget approval. 

 

 
Context 
 
Council provides a range of grants, subsidies or donations aimed at strengthening the 
capacity of the community to meet its own needs. 
 
The financial support provided by Council will be on a partnership basis. Council does 
not generally intend to be the sole provider of financial support for the funded project 
or activity.  Partnering with the applicant and other organisations will maximise the 
effectiveness of the public funds provided, while strengthening the capacity of the 
applicant organisation. 
 
Definitions 
 
Grant              financial support that is tied to a specific purpose. 
  

A grant may cover part or all of the cost of the funded project.  
However, Council will generally only provide grants that cover 
part of the funded project.   

 
Subsidy   financial support that is tied to a specific purpose and covers only 

part of the funded project.  
 

Since Council will generally only fund projects in partnership with 
the applicant, for the purpose of this policy there is no meaningful 
distinction between “grant” and “subsidy” and the terms may be 
used interchangeably. 

 
Donation financial support to an organisation that is not tied to a specific

 purpose. 
 

This support may be used for the general purposes of the 
organisation receiving it and is not tied to a specific projector 
activity.   
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Statement 
 
Scope 
 
The scope of this policy includes: 
 

• School Swimming Pool Subsidy; 

• Youth Grants; 

• Community Grants 

• Meals on Wheels Subsidy; and 

• Animal Welfare. 
 
The scope of this policy does not include: 
 

• Capital Grants to Sporting Clubs (separate policy). 
 
School Swimming Pool Subsidy 
 
Parents and Citizens’ Associations of state government primary schools located within 
the City of Nedlands may apply to Council for an annual subsidy to enable their school 
pools to be opened to the community over the summer school holiday season. 
 
Key eligibility criteria are: 
 

• Access by the general community – the pool must be open to the general 
community (i.e. wider than the school community) for the summer school holiday 
period; 

• Safety – the pool must be maintained and managed to a level that meets the City’s 
safety requirements, as outlined in the associated Administration procedure 

• Insurance – the body responsible for the pool must maintain an appropriate level 
of public liability insurance, as outlined in the associated procedure. 

 
The School Pools Subsidy provided by Council is not intended to meet the full cost of 
opening the pools to the community.  Rather, it is intended as a subsidy only, with user 
fees and the P & C’s meeting the balance of cost. 
 
An amount to cover the cost of providing the School Swimming Pool Subsidy will be 
included in the annual budget for Council’s consideration.  Payment of the subsidy is 
subject to its approval by Council. 
 
Youth Grants 
 
Local young people may apply to Council for small grants towards projects that engage 
the young person with the local, national or international community. 
 
 
Key eligibility criteria are: 
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• Local residence – the young person receiving the grant must be a resident of the 
City of Nedlands; 

• Engagement with the community – the subsidised activity must engage the young 
people with the community, as outlined in the associated procedure. 

 
The Sponsorship of Youth Initiatives is not intended to provide significant financial 
assistance for youth activities.  Rather, these small youth grants are intended primarily 
as a way of encouraging and recognising the initiatives already being taken by young 
people to engage with their community.  Therefore, the funding is intended as a minor 
subsidy only. 
 
An amount to cover the cost of providing the Sponsorship of Youth Initiatives will be 
included in the annual budget for Council’s consideration. Payment of these grants is 
subject to approval of the budget allocation by Council. 
 
Community Grants 
 
Individuals, community groups and organisations may apply to Council for small grants 
to provide community events and projects that help build community spirit and capacity 
within the City of Nedlands. 
 
Key eligibility criteria are: 
 

• Community spirit – events and projects to be funded must help build community 
spirit 

• Inclusion – except for street parties, funded events and projects must be open to a 
promoted to all residents within the City of Nedlands 

• Direct community benefit – funded projects and events must demonstrate a direct 
benefit to the City of Nedlands community. 

 
Ineligible applicants and projects include: 
 

• Businesses 

• Schools, where the funding is for their core educational functions.  However, 
schools can apply for funding for projects that engage the broader community. 

• Fund-raising or projects that charge an entry fee are generally not eligible, except 
in circumstances where the project makes an exceptional contribution to the local 
community. 

 
Meals on Wheels: 
 
The City will facilitate the delivery of meals to CHSP eligible residents. The cost of 
providing the meals is covered by: 
 

• State and Federal Government Funding through the CHSP (Commonwealth Home 
Support Programme) funding 
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• Council’s subsidy and 

• A fee charged to the recipient. 
 
Eligibility criteria are determined by CHSP. 
 
An amount to cover the City’s component of the cost of providing meals on wheels to 
eligible residents will be included in the annual budget for Council’s consideration. 
Provision of this service is subject to approval of the budget allocation by Council. 
 
Community Safety and Crime Prevention Donations 
 
Council will consider applications for funding from organisations that provide 
community safety and crime prevention services in partnership with local schools. 
 
The purpose of providing these subsidies is to prevent crimes against children and 
increase safe local children’s awareness of safe behaviours in relation to crime 
prevention. 
 
Key eligibility criteria are: 
 

• Partnership with local schools – the applicant organisation must demonstrate a 
strong partnership with a local school or schools; 

• Benefit to the local community – the applicant organisation must be able to 
demonstrate that they provide community safety services directly to the City of 
Nedlands community. 

 
Organisations to be considered for the community safety subsidy must be incorporated 
and may include, but not necessarily be limited to, Safety House and Constable Care. 
 
An amount to cover the cost of providing the community safety subsidies will be 
included in the annual budget for Council’s consideration. Payment of these subsidies 
is subject to approval of the budget allocation by Council. 
 
Lord Mayor’s Disaster Relief Fund 
 
The purpose of the Lord Mayor’s Disaster Relief Fund is to provide urgent relief in the 
event of an emergency or natural disaster. 
 
Any advice or request received in relation to the Lord Mayor’s Disaster Relief Fund 
is to be referred to the Chief Executive Officer who will decide if a submission should 
be place before Council.  Any subsidy or donation by the City to the Lord Mayor’s 
Disaster Relief Fund can only be made as a result of a decision by Council. 
 
 
State Emergency Services 
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In specific circumstances, Council may provide a subsidy or donation to State 
Emergency Services.  This would usually be in response to an emergency or natural 
disaster. 
 
Any advice or request received in relation to a donation to State Emergency Services 
is to be referred to the Chief Executive Officer who will decide if a submission should 
be place before Council.  Any subsidy or donation by the City to State Emergency 
Services can only be made as a result of a decision by Council. 
 
Animal Welfare 
 
Council will consider providing subsidies to animal welfare organisations is to assist 
with the control, breeding and welfare of animals within the City of Nedlands.   
 
Key eligibility criteria are: 
 

• Impact on animal management and welfare issues – the applicant organisation 
must be able to demonstrate its ability to make a positive impact on animal 
management and/or animal welfare issues; and 

• Local benefit – the applicant organisation must be able to demonstrate its ability to 
make a positive impact within the City of Nedlands. 

 
Any amount provided by Council is intended as a subsidy only, with the balance of 
cost of operation being provided by the organisation receiving the subsidy. 
 
An amount to cover the cost of providing these donations or subsidies will be included 
in the annual budget for Council’s consideration.  Payment is subject to approval of 
the budget allocation by Council. 
 
Other Requests for Funds 
 
Any other requests for funds from Council (including requests over $5,000) will be 
presented to Council for a decision.   
 
Reporting 
 
In addition to the approvals included in the Delegated Authority list, Administration will 
prepare a quarterly summary report on Grants, Subsidies and Donations, for elected 
members.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Related documentation 
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Procedures for: 
 

• School Swimming Pool Subsidy 

• Youth Grants 

• Community Grants 
 
Related Local Law/legislation  
 
Nil 
 
Related delegation 
 
Nil. 
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