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All Abilities Play Space breaks new ground
An ground-breaking ceremony has heralded the official start of work on the All Abilities
Play Space on the Nedlands Swan River foreshore.
Six years in the making, the $4 million community-driven project at Beaton Park in
Dalkeith will provide an innovative state-of-the-art play facility for everyone – regardless
of age or ability.
The large-scale, purpose-designed project was initiated by the Rotary Clubs of
Nedlands, Subiaco and West Perth with the City of Nedlands providing the site and
managing construction.
Project partners also include Inclusion WA, Australia’s Bridge, Lotterywest, the
Disability Services Commission, WA Local Government Association, Wood and Grieve
Engineers, Cardno and community members, as well as private individuals who have
made generous donations towards construction, inspired by the project’s inclusive
aims.
Award-winning landscape architect Fiona Robbé, who is part of an international group
developing standards for inclusive playgrounds, designed the play space after
intensive consultation with local user groups
The first of its kind on this scale in WA, the 10,000 sqm allocated takes advantage of
the natural environment for an inclusive, inter-generational play space that caters for
children with disability and their families, as well as teenagers, adults and older people.
Some of the features will include a sensory walkway, flying fox, active climbing, decks
and slide, active swinging, accessible picnic areas, a community garden and kitchen,
an informal sports and games area, exercise equipment, ramps and relaxation areas,
parking (including ACROD bays), accessible toilets and nature, music, sand and water
play areas.
City of Nedlands Mayor Max Hipkins said the main idea behind the All Abilities Play
Space was to bring inclusive play to the whole of Perth with everyone using the same
equipment.
“This play space is about enabling participation in play for all, regardless of their age
or ability,” he said.
“Research has shown the sheer fun of playing is important for everyone, helping to
build physical, psychological and social health.
“It strengthens our abilities, develops our skills and brings us together – and while
playing is vital for children, it’s also important for teenagers, adults and seniors.

“This All Abilities Play Space demonstrates to the whole community what can be
achieved when individuals and organisations make a commitment to provide facilities
that are welcoming for everyone.
“It also forms part of the overall Nedlands foreshore redevelopment as we continue to
enhance and revitalise this area.”
Preliminary works on the play space started in January with stage one beginning in
March, focusing on most of the play equipment, part of the car park and a utility upgrade
(power and sewerage). The final stage is expected to be completed by 2019.
More details at yourvoice.nedlands.wa.gov.au.
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Nedlands Mayor Max Hipkins, left, Bella Hopewell, Justin Lekias and Nedlands MLA
Bill Marmion officially break the ground for the All Abilities Play Space.

About the City of Nedlands
The City of Nedlands is situated 7km from Perth and stretches from the banks of the Swan River to the
edge of the Indian Ocean. A population of more than 21,000 lives in the suburbs of Nedlands, Dalkeith,
Mt Claremont, Swanbourne, Karrakatta and parts of Floreat and Shenton Park.
For further information, please contact communications@nedlands.wa.gov.au or 9273 3500.

